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From the Manse

He reminded us that we cannot save the 
Church of Scotland through our own hard 
work, no matter how hard we try, but that we 
know someone who can, King Jesus.  He 
used the example of someone carrying a 
walking stick around with them, rather than 
leaning on it.  He pointed out that there are 
followers of Jesus who think they should carry 
Jesus around, that they carry the cross, rather 
than leaning on Jesus, leaning on the cross, 
and walking in the victory of the cross.  Jesus 
has already won the victory for us when he 
died on the cross for us, and there isn’t 
anything better than this.  The good news is 
that King Jesus has won, King Jesus is 
winning, and King Jesus will always win.  
Nothing in all creation can prevail against him, 
and his victory sets us free from the burden of 
human plans.  It sets us free to walk in the 
ways of Jesus, the way of compassion and 
love, welcoming friends and strangers, and 
caring for creation.  

This is the message I have brought home from 
across the Assembly reports and debates.  We 
tend to talk too much about Church, (and we 
did a lot of that at the General Assembly).  We 
should be talking more about Jesus, talking 
about how he is relevant in our lives, about the 
difference walking with him makes, and as we 
live out our faith in him, we grow our trust in 
him when we commit ourselves to him, and 
‘walk in all his ways’.  

My prayer is that we can all walk in all his 
ways together, as we grow more like Jesus by 
following him, following him into the future he 
has ordained for us, a life of love and 
community and care because he loved us first.

With love, and prayers,

Your friend and minister,

Sonia

As many of you will know, I have just 
returned from a busy four days in Edinburgh 
as a Commissioner at the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland.  This annual 
gathering of our church decides the policies 
and programmes of importance for the year 
ahead, and agrees, or disagrees with the 
proposals of the different committees that 
make up and organise our church.  It is also 
a time to catch up with colleagues, meet new 
friends, and have informal discussions aside 
from the main business of the day.  

The weekend began with the installation of 
the new Moderator, Right Rev. Gordon 
Kennedy, minister of Craiglockhart Parish 
Church in Edinburgh.  Curiously, he has a 
local connection, having attended Crookston 
Castle Secondary School before going to 
Glasgow University to study Civil 
Engineering.  After this, he worked for 
Strathclyde Regional Council in the Roads 
Department before returning to University to 
study Divinity.  Before Craiglockhart, he 
served as minister in New Cumnock Parish 
Church in East Ayrshire and Portpatrick 
Parish Church linked with St Ninian's Parish 
Church in Stranraer, Wigtownshire, (now 
Dumfries and Galloway).

One of the highlights of the Assembly, for me, 
is the daily worship.  The singing is fabulous 
– whether it is to the wonderful organ, 
unaccompanied but led by the Precentor, or 
accompanied by a solo guitarist.  At one 
point, during Monday’s Communion service, 
there was a fault with the audiovisual and the 
words of the second verse of Ye Gates were 
not displayed. It did not matter, the Assembly 
carried on singing in full voice.  

Gordon chose as his theme for his year Walk 
in all his ways Deuteronomy 10:42, followed 
by the words of Jesus saying, ‘I am the way’. 
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Sunday 7th June Joint Service with Sherwood Greenlaw at St Mark’s.

Sunday 14th June Clyde Presbytery Moderator Rev Mhairi Breingan will share in worship 
at St Mark's and present long service certificates to elders.

Sunday 21st June End of Year Service for Evolution.

Friday 26th June   Ralston Primary School Leavers Celebration at St Mark’s. 

Sunday 28th June Communion Service.

Sunday 12th July Service taken by Worship Leaders. 

(Sonia on holiday 6th – 20th July)

Sunday 19th July Joint Service at Sherwood Greenlaw.

Baptism (Adult) 
Casey-Roma Dewar McGill was baptised on Easter Sunday, 5th April 2026 

New Members
On Easter Sunday, 5th April we admitted Sanjay and Vini Gohil, Marion Henderson, Lorna 
McCartney, Casey-Roma McGill, and Billy Paterson as new members by Public Profession of 
Faith.

Rev. Deirdre Paterson joined by Certificate of Transference from the United Free Church. 

Funerals
20th April Sheena Thorburn, Dunchurch Rd.

28th April Donald (Don) Grant, Kingsley Care Home, formerly Tylney Road.

29th April Agnes (Nessie) Brass, Auchmannoch Ave. 

  5th May Marjory Wright, Stanely Park Care Home (by Rev. Sean Swindell).

12th May Olive Robb, Paisley Road West.

  7th May John MacCormack, Buchlyvie Road (by Rev Wm McCullough).

14th May Margaret Cook, Roffey Park Road (celebrant unknown). 

Worship Matters
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St Mark’s Welcomes New Members

With Sonia are L to R : Casey McGill ; Sanjay Gohil ; Vini Gohil ; Lorna McCartney ; 
Billy Paterson and Marion Henderson.

Worship Matters

The peace that Christ gives is to 
guide you in the decisions you 
make; for it is to this peace that 
God has called you together in 
the one body. And be thankful.

Colossians 3:15
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Session Report

DATE TEAM LEADER DATE TEAM LEADER

07/06/26 3 Mrs C. Hair 05/07/26 5 Mr A. Boyd

14/06/2026 3 Mrs C. Hair 12/07/2026 5 Mr A. Boyd

21/06/2026 4 Mr G. Black 19/07/2026 6 Dr C. Reid

28/06/2026 4 Mr G. Black 26/07/2026 6 Dr C. Reid

Sunday Duty Team Rota

I had hoped to bring good news by now 
but, sadly, our discussions with Sherwood/
Greenlaw have not yet concluded so I am 
unable to give you a date for our union. 
Presbytery have said we must join and the 
Session at St Mark’s accepted the Basis of 
Union document but, unfortunately, the 
Sherwood/Greenlaw Session has not yet 
agreed to propose it to their congregation. 
There will probably be a meeting of both 
Sessions next week and it is hoped and 
prayed for that we can move forward on 
this important matter. 
On a lighter note, we had a successful joint 
service on Sunday 17th May which was 
well attended by our faithful and 
the extended choir made a joyful sound. 
Sonia was attending the General Assembly 
in her role as Safeguarding Convenor. 
We had a very successful Plant Sale and 
grateful thanks are due to Jen Morgan for 
her organisation of this event. The Bake 
Sale was also in operation and was sold 
out. 
Our Saturday Café worked hard and 
helped contribute to church funds. We are 
pleased to intimate that a new staff 
member  has been recruited: Josie,

who will be in charge on Thursdays and will 
give Meena some time to collect her 
thoughts. As ever, we are grateful to 
the volunteers who assist in food 
preparation and serving in the café itself. You 
are all doing a fantastic job. 
Most of you will not be aware of all the things 
that happen in our building which 
help establish us as a community hub : the 
work Peter does with the young people 
supported by an excellent team of volunteers 
at Junction, Messy Church, the Easter Club 
and school assemblies ; the groups who use 
our church halls and find them a welcoming 
space : Little Kickers ; Sweaty Mamas ; 
Ralston Seniors Club ; BB ; Anchor Boys ; 
Guides and Brownies.  
There is also a small team of experts who, 
with their technical knowledge, enable us to 
save large sums of money when they repair 
damaged pipes, leaking toilets and dodgy 
electrics without need of commercial firms. 
I’ve said it before and will say it again that we 
are blessed with a loyal team of helpers who 
always give of their best to enable the church 
to run smoothly. Many thanks. 
 

Colin B. Reid ( Session Clerk) 
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General Assembly Report 2026

General Assembly 2026 was made up of 
around 400 members, roughly a 50/50 split of 
elders and ministers, with some church staff, 
and around 100 of these attended online.  
We met each day for worship before the 
business of the day began. 

Friday 15th May:
We welcomed the Lord High Commissioner, 
Lady Elish Angiolini, before installing the Rev. 
Gordon Kennedy as Moderator, and then, 
after the formalities of introducing and 
welcoming the International and Ecumenical 
visitors, the business really began.

The report from the Legal Questions 
Committee enabled the passing of two 
amendments to the Safeguarding Act and the 
Discipline Act. The Assembly Trustees 
Report included information on a new 
framework for financing ministry. This was for 
information on what is guiding thinking, with a 
definitive proposal to be brought to the 2027 
General Assembly. There is no change to 
Giving to Grow for 2026. There was 
encouragement for congregations to engage 
with the Stewardship Team and the Bearing 
Fruit – a financial health-check for growth 
online financial health check. The Scots Hotel 
in Tiberias, Israel, will be leased to a private 
partner to help with sustainability and 
development. The Report of the Faith Action 
Programme Leadership Team and the 
Theological Forum on Church Decline: 
Reflecting on the Causes and Building a 
Better Future is commended for 
Congregations to read, study and consider 
the recommendations so our Kirk Session 
will review this in due course. 

The report on Clyde Presbytery by the 
Presbytery Review Committee was received, 
and in the last report of a long day, I reported 
on the work of the Safeguarding Committee 
and its new proposals to improve support for 
those affected by domestic abuse within 
church manses.

Saturday 16th May:
The FAPLT (Faith Action Programme 
Leadership Team) discussed how Priority 
Areas are supported, and the parish           
re-adjustments affecting demography and 
geography. Much discussion took place over 
the change in Ministry Education, and the 
shift to one academic partner (Glasgow 
University) instead of 5, and the process of 
making that change, before the Assembly 
supported the move. The Church approved 
its Apology for the Legacies of Slavery, 
another Joint Report, on behalf of the Faith 
Action Programme Leadership Team, the 
Assembly Trustees, and the Theological 
Forum.  A new group will now be set up to 
discuss appropriate reparations to the victims 
of slavery.  The day ended with the report 
from the Guild.

Sunday 17th May:
The Assembly met for worship in St Giles 
Cathedral, where Rt Rev. Gordon Kennedy 
preached the sermon.  Business 
recommenced in the afternoon as we heard 
from Crossreach, (the Social Care arm of the 
Church of Scotland), the Ecumenical 
Relations Committee, the Registration of 
Ministries Committee, and the Iona 
Community.  
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General Assembly Report 2026

On Sunday evening, I was honoured to be 
invited by Lady Eilish to attend the Beating 
Retreat and Reception at Holyrood Palace in 
the company of the Moderator, his Chaplains 
and other invited guests from the General 
Assembly.  

Monday 18th May:
The Assembly gave thanks for the work and 
service of the Military Chaplains. Of note, 
both the Chaplain of the Fleet and his Deputy 
are Church of Scotland Chaplains, a historic 
first. The General Trustees instructed all 
congregations to put in place the Manse 
Memorandum of Understanding and 
amended the Manse Regulations. The 
Assembly, after a long debate, postponed the 
proposed changes to the Ill-Health and 
Income Protection Act until GA 2027, as the 
Assembly felt that there was insufficient time 
to discuss and scrutinise the legislation 
properly.

The final business of the Assembly was to 
introduce Rev. Dr Alistair May as the new 
Principal Clerk of the Church of Scotland. 

The Assembly closed after it gave thanks for 
the service of deceased ministers, deacons 
and missionaries and heard from both the Rt 
Rev. Gordon Kennedy and the Lord High 
Commissioner.

A Commission of Assembly will meet online 
in Autumn 2026, to consider the feedback on 
the new format of the General Assembly and 
recommend the format of General Assembly 
2027, which will be held in May next year.

It was a very busy, but enjoyable few days, 
meeting old colleagues and new ones, and 
discussing church business inside and 
outside the debating chamber.  

Full details of reports, speeches and debates 
can be found on the Church of Scotland 
website www.churchofscotland.org.uk and I 
encourage you to look at some of these.  

Sonia

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk
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Peter’s

Holiday Club

During the Easter holidays we ran a very 
successful Holiday Club – Going Bananas at 
which we looked at stories from the Bible about 
people who did things others might have thought 
was ‘bananas’ as they followed God.  

During the week we had 112 different children 
come along with 85 on the busiest day and an 
average attendance of 74.  It was a fun and busy 
week with each morning packed with different 
activities.  It was great to have the halls packed 
with children having a lot of fun and making a lot 
of noise.  

On the Saturday, at the end of the Holiday Club, 
we had a family event with some crafts and 
challenges.  We had a good turn out of families to 
the event and a fun afternoon was had by all.

We had a total of 32 people who helped during 
the week or in the preparations for holiday club.  I 
would like to thank all of them and everyone who 
prayed for the holiday club.

The Junction Youth Café

The two separate groups of  Junction are back up 
and running after the Easter holidays.  We have 
had a number of new people join both groups 
and between the two groups we have about 35 
young people coming along regularly.  

The Junction will finish for the summer in June 
but we plan to run the Summer Junction during 
the last week of the school holidays again this 
year.

Ralston Primary School

The links between the school and the church 
continue to grow and it is great that we can work 
with the school.

I was away with 62 of the P7s to Lockerbie 
Manor for their residential week.  The weather 
was good and they were outdoors most of the 
days doing canoeing, kayaking, climbing, 
abseiling, zip wire, orienteering, fencing and    
axe-throwing to mention a few. And one evening 
they went up the hills behind the manor for lovely 
views of Lockerbie, the Solway and even the 
Lake District.  

It is a busy four days for the young people and 
long days for them – it wasn’t helped by some of 
them being up and dressed ready for breakfast at 
5.25am!  That was just the first morning ; the 
other mornings they were much later.  

The P1s were down at the Ralston Seniors Club 
in May and the Reading Leaders will be back 
down in June.  In June we will also be welcoming 
the upper school to the church for the P7s 
Leavers Service.  

There will be more change in the school with the 
head teacher retiring at the summer.  So please 
pray for the school in this time of change.  

Peter
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c

Ladies Delivering FlowersFlowers in Church
07/06/26 Mr W. Whyte

14/06/26 Mrs A. Roberts

21/06/26 Miss I Higgins

28/06/26 Mrs W.Keith

05/07/26 Mrs E. Macdonald

12/07/26 Mrs A. Black

19/07/26 Ms J. Chapman

26/07/26

07/06/26

14/06/26

21/06/26 Mrs K. McLauchlan

28/06/26 Mrs M. Currie Mrs E. Boyd

05/07/26 Mrs A. Christie

12/07/26 Mrs I. McBride

19/07/26 Mrs E. Macdonald

26/07/26

The Haven
Drop-In Café

(for anyone living with dementia, including their families and friends)
in

Ralston Community Café 
2 - 4 p.m.

Future Dates

Thursday 18 June 
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JUNE, 2026
Mon 1 Prayers this week for Oldhall Road, Ossian Road and Penilee Road.
Tue 2 We pray for the 39th Brownies as they come to the end of their session.  Be with leaders 

and youngsters during their break.
Clyde Presbytery Conference on Young Children and Young People.  Pray that   be 
motivated, encouraged and inspired by hearing what others are doing.

Wed 3 Prayer Group on Zoom and in church.
Final evening for 39thA Brownies. Pray for a good time with parents and as final badges 
are awarded. 

Thu 4 Pray for the Christian Education Team and the work they do.
Fri 5 We remember the Boys’ Brigade and give thanks for the joint working throughout the

year with Sherwood Greenlaw.
Sat 6 Bible Study on Zoom this morning at 10:15 for 10:30.
Sun 7 Joint Service with Sherwood Greenlaw at St Mark’s this morning. 

Pray that we enjoy good fellowship together. 
Mon 8 Streets for prayer are Ralston Avenue, Roffey Park Road, and Rosshall Avenue.
Tue 9 Kirk Session this evening at 7:30pm.
Wed 10 Prayer Group on Zoom and in church, followed by Bible Study in church at 7:45pm.
Thu 11 We pray for our Elders today that you would be with them as they serve here at          

St Mark’s.
Fri 12 World Day against Child Labour.
Sat 13 Pray for our local Community Council and the work they do for the benefit of all who live

in the area.
Sun 14 World Blood Donor Day.

Clyde Presbytery Moderator, Mhairi Breingan will share in worship today and present
long service certificates to elders.

Mon 15 Remember those who live in Rotherwick Drive, School Road and Southwold Road this
week.

Tue 16 Pray for many people who live alone – some by choice, many through circumstance. 
May they find companionship and not feel lonely.

Prayer Diary
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JUNE, 2026
Wed 17 Prayer Group on Zoom and in church this evening.
Thu 18 Haven Café on this afternoon for those with dementia, and their carers.  All welcome.

Thank you for Dawn and the members of the choir.
Fri 19 We pray for those who suffer from addiction of any kind and ask that they would find the

help they need and turn to you for your help and strength.
Sat 20 Last Bible Study on Zoom this morning at 10:15 for 10:30.

World Refugee Day.  Pray for all those around the world who find themselves in this
position.

Sun 21 Be with us all today as we meet for worship, in church and online.  May we be open to
hear what you have to say to us.
End of Year Service for Evolution today.

Mon 22 Streets for prayer this week are Springfield Avenue, Strathmore Avenue, Tylney Road and
Woodend Drive.

Tue 23 We remember families today.  Be with those who are bringing up young people and may
the young people know love and care. 

Wed 24 Prayer Group on Zoom and in church, followed by last Bible Study in church after at
7:45pm.

Thu 25 We remember the work of Messy Church throughout the year.
Be with leaders, helpers and families who attend. 

Fri 26 Ralston Primary Leavers Service today at St Mark’s.
Sat 27 You have given us your creation to enjoy and look after.  Help us to take care of where we

live and enjoy that beauty we see around us.
Sun 28 Pray for our Communion Service this morning and a real sense of your presence with us

today.
Mon 29 We pray for those who live outside our district this week.
Tue 30 Thank you for bringing us through the past months and as people begin to go on holiday

may they know a time of relaxation and enjoyment.  Be with parents and children during
the holidays.

Prayer Diary
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crafts. Our Church Baking and Craft stall was 
as busy as ever, supplying everyone with tasty 
treats. The Ralston Community Café was open 
and supplying us with tea and coffee, helping 
everyone to stay warm in the cloudy weather. 
Thank you to all those who came along on the 
day and all the volunteers who helped us to 
raise over £1500 for Church funds. 

Jen 

 
Even though the weather wasn’t as good as in 
previous years for our annual Plant Sale, the 
support from our church family and the local 
community was fantastic. The supply of plants 
from McLaren’s Nursery was outstanding again 
this year, with a beautiful selection of bedding 
plants and shrubs. We were joined by Friends 
of Barshaw, selling garden items; Isabel and 
Margaret with lovely paintings and Heather 
(The Curly Crafter) with a beautiful selection of

Plant Sale 2026



13

39th Paisley Brownies (Tuesday)

Fourteen Brownies and our Adult Leaders visited 
‘Munchkinland’ for our Pack Holiday weekend at 
Gartocharn, and what a wonderful weekend we 
had.

For four of our 7 year olds, this was a first time at 
Brownie Camp, and they did an amazing job.  
Gartocharn is different to South Newton in that 
the girls all slept in one large dorm, so more 
challenging for those who need a good night’s 
sleep.  They eventually settled down by 4.30 am, 
before getting up again at 7.30 am for our day’s 
activities.  They were out like a light on Saturday 
night.

Our Wicked theme gave us lots of opportunities to 
craft, create edible goodies, put on entertainment, 
and even watch the film Wicked.  Our location 
gave us the opportunity to take the girls on a 
ramble to the shores of Loch Lomond.  We were 
able to investigate the wildlife (learn that a baby 
sheep is a lamb), admire the vegetation and skim 
stones.  We also investigated how far we could go 
into the loch before the loch came into our wellies!

The girls helped with the duties, the dishes, 
preparing the food, making an array of cakes and 
goodies (pink and green of course) for our supper, 
and they enjoyed a range of Mocktails which were 
very ! Popular! .

Sunday morning saw us creating our final 
crafts to bring home, and playing outside in 
the amazing camp site, before stopping for 
our last al fresco lunch.  The coach arrived 
to take us home, and the parents collected 
their very happy and very tired young ladies.  
Good job Monday was a holiday from 
school!

We have a number of girls now turning 10, 
and thinking about their Guiding journey 
continuing into Guides.  We have Brownies 
visiting the Guides and also visiting the 
Rainbows, as part of completing their 
Brownie Gold.  We also have been visited 
by five Rainbows as part of their moving on.  
It’s good to have this continuity.

We will finish on 26 May and have a well 
earned rest over the summer, ready to start 
up again in early September.  Our final 
badges and awards will be handed over, 
and recognition given to those receiving 
Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards.

Thank you to everyone who has supported 
us during this term, giving us Wicked and   
Wizard of Oz paraphernalia, craft goods and 
ideas.  Also thanks to our visiting Elders, 
Irene Boyd and Jen Morgan, for their 
continued support and encouragement.

Sheena Tonner, Brownie Leader
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39thA Paisley Brownies

The last couple of months have seen the 
Brownies busy working on the programme 
along with fun activities.

We had a messy evening when we made a 
gift for Mother’s Day.  It involved paint and 
hands – need I say more? The Brownies 
loved making this gift!

For Easter, we were brave enough to try 
more painting.  This time brushes were used, 
so not so quite so messy!  We decorated 
empty eggs and then added several 
chocolate eggs. The biggest complaint was 
from Snowy Owl – her hands were burning 
as she tried to dry the paint for the Brownies 
using a hairdryer!

The final Skill Builder of the session that we 
attempted was Take Action. Various 
challenges were undertaken to encourage 
the Brownies to work as teams and to give 
and follow instructions that can help our 
surroundings.  As a result, 9 gained the Make 
Change badge and 8 gained Influence.

After Easter, we had a visit from                  
Mr McCulloch who led a fun archery session.  
The Brownies started by learning all the 
safety needed to participate and then had 
time to practise.  Mr McCulloch then led 
various challenges which the Brownies loved.  
Even the Leader joined in!

At the end of April, 8 Brownies and 2 Leaders 
had a fun day in Greenock.  We travelled by 
train to go to Greenock Town Hall for an 
afternoon of fun organised by Greenock 
Division of Girlguiding.  The event was 
entitled Festival of Friendship and we were 
entertained by a great singer who led the 
dancing too.  There was also a magician to 
add to the fun. 
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39thA Paisley Brownies

At the beginning of May, 6 Brownies and 3 
leaders travelled to PGL in Dunkeld for our 
annual weekend at the outdoor centre.  The 
weather was kind and we hade a fun 
weekend taking part in lots of adventurous 
activities including fencing, zip wire and the 
biggest favourite : the giant swing.  Our 
thanks to Arnold Clark Community Fund 
whose grant helped pay for the travel.

In preparation for next session, we were 
visited by 8 of the Rainbows who could be 
joining us.  The Rainbows joined in the 
games with the Brownies.  Our great Duke of 
Edinburgh volunteers, Olivia and Eloise, 
worked with them on a craft activity while the 
Brownies were carrying out programme work.

More Brownies have been working at home 
on Interest Badges and we have been able to 
present the following recently :

Aoife – Charities ; Crafts ; Kitchen Creations

Bella - Space

Charlotte McN – Aviation

Eliza – My Rights

Georgia - Baking

Jessica – Birdwatching

Summer – Holidays ; Passions

Tilly – Animal Helper ; Celebration ; Passions

The following Theme Award was also 
awarded :

Skills for my Future – Aoife

As a result of completing these themes, Aoife 
and Eve gained the Silver Award.  Well done!

Preparations for our final night are in hand.  
We spent an evening writing invitations to 
every parent and another addressing the 
envelopes for them. We look forward to 
welcoming the parents and guests along for 
our final badge presentation of the session 
on Wednesday 3rd June.

If you know of anyone [young person or 
adult] who would like to join Girlguiding, a 
warm welcome awaits them!! 
[www.girlguiding.org.uk]

Christine Hair

Brown Owl

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
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JULY, 2026
Wed 1 While there is no formal prayer group on just now, why not make Wednesday a day 

when you stop and take time to pray at home.
Thu 2 We give thanks for the Flower Team and all they do.
Fri 3 We pray for the Ralston Community Café, for all who work and volunteer there, and for

the customers who come along. Bless their fellowship together. 
Sat 4 We pray for Mission Workers through the UK and the world, as they meet people where

they are.  May they have the opportunity to share your word with those they meet.
Sun 5 Be with Sonia as she leads us this morning and with us as we share in worship.  Help

us to be receptive to what you have to say to us.
Mon 6 Allanton Avenue, Alton Road and Atholl Crescent are our streets for prayer this coming

week.
Sonia is on holiday from today until the 20th July.  Pray that she has a relaxing time,
feels refreshed and recharged for the months ahead.

Tue 7 For those in care homes, residential homes and nursing homes we ask you to be close
to them.  May their carers be loving and kind and give the carers strength to carry out
their duties.

Wed 8 Remember all who work in the NHS in a variety of roles.  Be with them as they strive to
help those in need.  

Thu 9 We pray for the Green Team and their work in St Mark’s.
Fri 10 Pray for the Street Pastors as they are out and about and may they show your love to

everyone they meet.  We pray for their protection while on patrol.
Sat 11 We pray for Clyde Presbytery, for the diversity of churches and leaders.  We remember

all the Presbytery Elders who attend meetings and report back to their own sessions.
Sun 12 Worship Team leading our service this morning.  Pray for Jack as he leads us today.
Mon 13 Remember those who live in Auchmannoch Avenue, Balfron Road and Barshaw Place

this week. 
Tue 14 Give thanks for the Emergency Services who respond to the call to rescue people on

land and sea.  We pray for their safety.
Wed 15 We pray for the local council and the services provided.  May there be a fair distribution

of finances and resources for the many services delivered.
Thu 16 Remember the Worship Team as they support the ministry of the church.

Prayer Diary
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JULY, 2026
Fri 17 We remember our governments in Holyrood and Westminster and pray that those who

serve as elected members will do so with integrity, honesty and for the benefit of all.
Sat 18 Thank you for those who work to keep St Mark’s clean and in good order, for those who

help prepare for each Sunday service and for those who maintain the gardens.
Sun 19 Joint service this morning at Sherwood Greenlaw.  Pray for all who lead and for everyone

as they meet together.
Mon 20 Prayer for those in Bathgo Avenue, Blair Road and Buchlyvie this coming week.
Tue 21 We bring the needs of our world before you, Lord, remembering those who are caught up

in conflict, war, famine or flood.  Bring relief and peace and resources to help them
survive.

Wed 22 Why not stop today and give God thanks for those in your life who have encouraged and
supported you.  Maybe drop them a line or a text to say thanks.

Thu 23 Give thanks for the Pastoral Team who look after so many and prepare events.
Commonwealth Games commence and the Street Pastors will be out on patrol around the
city centre during afternoons and early evenings.  They will be joined by people from
Glasgow Churches Together, and three volunteers from our own congregation.

Fri 24 We pray for the Church of the Nazarene and the Kingdom Ambassadors who use           
St Mark’s on a Sunday afternoon.  Bless the work they do to share your good news.

Sat 25 Remember Renfrewshire Foodbank and the work they do.  Help us to be generous to
those in need.

Sun 26 We bring Sonia before you this morning that she will know your presence with her,
directing her words as she shares your message with us all.

Mon 27 Remember those who live in Crookston Drive, Dalfoil Court and Darvel Crescent this
week.

Tue 28 We remember those who work for Mission Aviation Fellowship and pray for the pilots and
engineers who fly and keep planes safe and in good order, and for the people they can
serve in very remote places.

Wed 29 Lord, we ask that you would enthuse us to study your word more, to listen to your voice
and to follow you more faithfully.

Thu 30 Be with the Finance Team as they carry out their duties with diligence.
International Day of Friendship.

Fri 31 Continue to be with the youngsters off on holiday, their parents and school staff.

Prayer Diary
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Where in Scotland 

For each image, can you tell where in Scotland it can be found and what exactly you are looking at?
Answers will be in the next edition of the Marksman.  Good luck.

 A  B  C

 D  E  F

 G  H   I

 J
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        Please send articles for the Marksman to the editor at :

marksman@stmarksoldhall.org.uk         

Contribution deadline for the next edition : 12 noon, 16 July, 2026. 

World Environment Day : 5 June

mailto:marksman@stmarksoldhall.org.uk

